
Vision Vehicle Liturgical Calendar
Communication & Language

Support in Birth to 5 Matters: Listening and attention, 

understanding & speaking

Maths
Support in Birth to 5 Matters: Number, spacial awareness, 

shape, pattern & measures and EYFS WR Framework

Understanding the World
Support in Birth to 5 Matters: People and communities, the world 

& technology

Expressive Arts & Design
Support in Birth to 5 Matters: Creating with materials, being imaginative 

and expressive

Physical Development
Support in Birth to 5 Matters: Moving and handling, health 

and self-care

PSED
Support in Birth to 5 Matters: Characteristics of effective 

learning, making relationships, sense of self, understanding 

emotions

Tray Activities

Bringing together the vision and values 

into a real-life, purposeful project

Learning & Play Inspired through Reading…

Ordinary Time

Sharing stories

Looking at books independently

Self-registration – whiteboards

Communicating in role play – home corner

Circle time – songs about me

Listening to stories as a small group

Rolling ball to each other saying names

Matching objects

3D slide

Sorting beads

Where we live. What do you live in? 

What do we need to make a cup of tea?

How to make toast?

Use Knife and fork

Draw a picture of your family

Make your own monster – paint and colouring

How to keep healthy

Funky finger activities

Bikes, running, balls

Obstacle courses

Settling into a new environment.

Discuss the colour monster’s feelings?

How are you feeling today?

Model friendship and how to make friends

Scaffold others to join in and explain to peers of differences and 

help others may need

Mirror faces

Funky Finger tray

Drawing -  Introduce a range of appropriate implements

including large brushes, chalk and crayons, sticks and sponges for 

children to trace patterns and shapes.

Provide a broad range of opportunities for early

writing experiences through sensory and symbolic

When I grow up song

Nursery Rhymes

Freezing objects in ice encourage children to describe or model 

language

Laying a table in role play

Counting cups at snack time

Investigating fitting themselves inside and moving

through spaces

Provide books and resources which represent diverse backgrounds 

Make photographic books about the children in

the setting and encourage parents to contribute

Paper plate faces

Make family album – express themselves making their own front cover

Filling and emptying containers

Practice independent skills eg putting on coats, washing hands

Morning song

Ask parents about favourite things eg toys, food, music, TV  

character 

Paper plate faces

Frozen toys 

The right to have your voice heard.
Model spiral patterns using pens or chalk. 

Action songs – encourage children to join in where they can

Model and encourage children to use language when trying to solve 

problems eg sharing toys or taking turns

Introduce five frames to their environment to fill with different items

Model counting up to 3 with items or on fingers

Number rhymes

Where is the story based?

Do you like the beach? 

What do we find at the beach?

Let the children choose one animal from the story to paint

Use musical instruments to enhance the story

Make sock puppets

Large motor movements to make spiral patterns

Use scooter boards to develop arm and leg coordination

Play games involving turn taking 

Look at family pictures together. Who makes you happy? Who 

gives the best hugs?

Sock puppets

Spiral patterns

Advent & Christmas

Notepads/clipboards for mark making in hospital role play

Sharing books 

Environment hunt for signs & logos

Communicating in role play – hospital

Circle time songs 

•Autumn

•Fireworks

Listening to stories as a small group

Autumn themed tuff trays

Looking at 1,2,3

Shapes – circles & triangles

Positions

Height chart

Why do leaves fall off trees?

Sense – Seeing & hearing

What can you see 

happening to trees and flowers?

Listening walk – what sounds do fireworks make?

Make a leaf character 

Song: if you’re happy & you know it

Pumpkin plates

Firework pictures/rockets

Autumn tuff tray

Finger Gym activities

Obstacle courses

Pumpkin hammering

How do you feel about Halloween or fireworks? Scared, frightened, 

excited, nervous

Can feel overwhelmed by intense emotions, resulting in an 

emotional collapse when frightened, frustrated, angry, anxious or 

overstimulated

Pumpkin hammering

White paint mark making

Firework Painting

Autumn Tray - hedgehogs

Advent: This season marks the start of the Christian 

year. It is a season of expectation and preparation as 

the Church looks forward to celebrating the birth of 

Christ.

Using books to explore ours senses

Create a “My Amazing body book” I can ….

Role Play vocabulary:

Doctor/nurse, Bandage

Prescription, Injection

Stethoscope, treatment patient, Ambulance

Mask, medicine

Songs about our senses

Handprint and footprint maths line: larger, smaller, bigger than, smaller 

than, big, small, tiny, 

Counting body parts

Senses – Taste & Touch

What does it taste of?

Body tracing - labelling the body

Diwali – festivals

Roll the dice – body parts

Cotton bud skeleton

Robot hands

Colour and paint a whole body shape

Play dough face mats

Brushing teeth

Play dough face parts

Bikes and balls

Children will know to wash and dry their hands before eating and 

after using the toilet.

Children will know how healthy eating is important for their health.

Jelly bath & ping pong balls

Broken Bones

Play Dough body parts

Christmas: The celebration of Christ’s coming among 

us at Christmas (known as the ‘Incarnation’) is one of 

the two poles of the Christian year.

Continue “My Amazing Body Books”

Letters to Santa

Sharing books as a group

Teddy ask game 

Body Part Dice game

Christmas songs/play

Counting claps, jumps, steps

White rose Christmas themed maths trays

Ipad body app

How do our lungs work – balloons

Smell – can you identify the smells

Large scale skeleton

Handprints/footprints

Christmas decorations

Dressing for cold weather

Dressing up in role play

Dancing to music

Teddy asks ….

Express preferences and decisions. They try new things and start 

establishing their independence

Emotion ball game

Loose part faces

Christmas Cards

Epiphany & Ordinary Time

Read the story to the children and encourage them to join in with 

repeated refrains, such as the ‘Who’s been eating my porridge?

Play a ‘What’s in the Box? Game’ with the children. Show the children a 

selection of items/pictures from the story talk about colour, size what it 

is.

Put instruments to the story.

Use this Goldilocks and the Three Bears Can You Find...? Poster to 

introduce new topic vocabulary

Hide these Goldilocks and the Three Bears Story Stones in a tray of sand 

or porridge oats for children to find and talk about.  

Add small world themed characters to the construction are to 

encourage storytelling

Provide a selection of pre-cut circle shapes in different sizes and shades 

of brown to arrange the paper shapes to make pictures of the bears. 

Talk about the shapes & their sizes

Quantity – you could use a selection of bowls and some porridge oats 

to explore quantity. Which bowl has most/least porridge? Can you fill 

the porridge bowl? Can you make it half full?

Learn about forests, like the one in the story. What kinds of animals live in 

the forest?

Make a collection of natural materials, such as leaves, twigs, acorns, 

conkers and fir cones. Provide magnifying glasses for the children to 

examine the items more closely.

Make some bear headbands using strips of brown paper and circles of paper for the 

bear ears

Provide paper plates and encourage children to decorate them to look like the 

bears

Make paint brushes from sticks and leaves, enjoying playing with colour & combining 

them

Play a movement game based on the characters in the story. Call 

out different characters for children to perform different actions. 

Cutting play dough

Explore the forest walking on uneven ground.

Showing independence with self-care

Use a parachute to bounce the bears. Talk to children about how 

they are working together.

Matching lotto game turn taking

Circle time – strange danger. Should we walk into peoples houses??

Becoming bael to think about their feelings

Oats & Water

Mud?

Size sorting tray

Epiphany, which always falls on 6 January, marks the 

beginning of a season which recognises Jesus to be 

the Son of God.

Encourage children to join in with the story

Copy actions in songs

Colouring leaves for a forest tray

Play Little Red riding hood game – soft toys and follow instruction e.g. 

“can you give dog a banana.”

Using language to share feeling and emotions e.g. teachers to say how 

they feel or how it makes them feel to model to the children

Pressing numicon into play dough

How many things in red riding hoods basket – saying number names in 

order

What happens next in story – pattern & routine

Build a house using shapes can recognise two shapes the same

What is a woodcutter?

Can the children make a healthy meal for Grandma

Who is in your family?

Putting sounds into the story

Notices changes in colours when mixed together

Make wolf masks for each child

Create a red picture using all red resources

Shaving foam tray with added characters, squirt clean with 

pipettes

Forest route with planks and obstacles, stay on the path!

Gloop forest with natural items for them to cover in gloop

Cutting table  / Drawing circles for tree tops

Pass Little Red riding hood stone – how could you help someone? 

Do you agree?

Grandmas basket game

Experiments with own & others points of view through play. Can 

children work together to find the hidden characters in the setting?

Flavoured water tray cups, spoons

Story Tray

Red paint writing tray

Ordinary Time (January 15th until Ash Wednesday)

Mark making in soil with green beans as pencils concentrating on 

drawing circles

Sing songs related to Jack and the Beanstalk

When reading the story stop and show the children how to shape their 

mouth for certain sounds (use mirrors if needed)

Beginning to join in with repeated refrains and rhymes ‘fee fi fo fum’

Who is missing from the tray game with characters from the story

Listen to an audio book of Jack & the Beanstalk

Magic beans and ten frames, number names in order

Bean planting tuff tray encouraging language such as, big, small, lots of

Bean sorting tray

Interactive beanstalk ordering game

Bean stones to sort and order pattern making

Create a yellow and gold themed tray for children to explore 

Encourage children to explore the world using their senses and talk about 

what they observe

Bean life cycle

Make Jack & the beanstalk shakers using beans and bottles

Long paper on the floor and different green resources to create a beanstalk

Music to the story

Draw a giant beanstalk outside with chalk and ask the children to colour each leaf a 

different colour or pattern

Walk, run and climb on different levels and surfaces

Encourage children to find places to hide from the giant, inside 

boxes, under tables etc

Green play dough, green & natural materials to create a beanstalk

Bean game – can they move like a growing bean?

Shows some understanding that other people have ideas & needs 

different to theirs

Play harp music at calm times of the day, book reading

Print emotion cards & see if children can identify the emotion on 

the card

Planting beans tray

Shaving foam mark making

Bean sorting tray

Lent

Look at giraffes can’t dance cover

What can you see?

Look at rhyming words

Why is the crocodile grumpy?

Morning singing

Who can you see – PowerPoint activity

Watch the video version of the story

New words savanna, rainforest, prancing, sneaking, prowl 

shuffling’, ‘swaying’ and ‘swishing’

Looking at patterns – can you find a pattern?

Looking at shapes within patterns

Measuring stripes, how many spots, teeth, legs

Find facts about giraffes

•Where do they live?

•What do they eat?

•Which habitat they live in?

Tracing animal shadows

Make a pattern college

Crocodile pegs

Giraffe cones – pattern and shape

Make masks

Dancing movement to jungle music

Look at different animal teeth – how do we keep our teeth 

healthy?

Encourage toileting and good hygiene routines

Kicking balls

Playdough mats

Is it nice to stop others doing what they want to do?

Is it good to share and take turns?

How would you feel if you met a crocodile?

Swamp tray

Rainforest tray

Tiger who cane to tea – what would you feed a tiger?

Writing tuff tray - cracker dust

Look at the letter e. What is it?

Morning singing

Describing animals we know 

Down in the jungle song

Cirle time looking and seeing wild animal books

What can you see? Where is the ….?

Size sorting activities

What is missing tray game

Look at Handas surprise story sack

Does it look the same as where we live?

What is different?

Follow up with a safari video

Make a safari map on the floor, give children cars to go on safari and describe what 

they see.

Zebra handprints

Paper plate elephants

Tiger masks

Animal movements

Obstacle courses

Explorify activities

What makes a good friend?

Turn taking games and activities

Safari dust writing tray

Animal footprint tray

Themed books in role play area

Look at the letter s

Look at the letter a

Making snake patterns 

Morning Singing

Guess who?

Animal sounds activity Discovery Education

Repeating patterns

Subitising animal pictures

Introducing number 3

Animal showdown matching

What is camouflage?

Do butterfly babies look like their Mummy?

Design a snake pattern

Hand monkey 

Jungle songs

Large animal drawing on the table

Imoves dancing

Make up a jungle dance

Would you like to hold a snake?

How do you think it would feel?

Asking questions about others and themselves

Pattern writing tray

Water tray to bathe animals

Easter

The right to have your voice heard.

Ordinary Time

Water tracing

New Vocab – 

Stream, river, flow, sea, patter, waves, energy,

Children to start and trace the first letter of their name

Learn new water songs & rhymes

What is on the tray game – items could be water based or garden 

based

How could we measure growth?

What could we use?

Use five frames to count out seeds

Talk about capacity during water activities, which holds more is it the 

same.

How are puddles formed?

Use the guttering to make a river for the fish.

How do the fish get down the river?

Look at how water can change – how does it become ice?

Plant beans and sunflowers in the garden

Make rain makers

Compose music to the rain book story

Jumping in puddles

Water and sponges to demonstrate how clouds form rain.

Music and movement to Handel’s water music.

Make ice lollies

Is water dangerous? Listen to the children’s answers and reflect on 

what their thoughts. Look at how it can be dangerous and why 

they should not be alone when in water.

Water & sponges tray

Holds book correctly turning the pages and knowing we read from left 

to right

New Vocab:

Roots, seeds, compost, soil, buds, stem, leaves, pollen, split, growth

Sort and order growing sequence cards

Draw a chalk river in the playground.

Pose questions how do we get across the river??

Children to discuss with each other how they could get across

Discuss 3D shapes while constructing a bridge

Model positional language during the building activity.

Look at books using the words “What can you see?” developing their 

looking skills for subitising

Where does the river go?

Floating & sinking experiments

Play pooh sticks to see water energy

Still life flower painting

Explore colour mixing with green, yellow, white, blue and black

Finger print flowers

Kitchen roll flowers

Build a bridge to get across the river, using large construction 

blocks.

Plants and growing yoga

Friendships – what makes someone happy/unhappy?

Look at emotions what makes us happy

Tweezers beans and pots

Keep a diary of the garden and what has grown – children to discuss 

what has changed so adults can scribe for them.

Begin looking at rhyming words using leaves with CVC words on them to 

make a rhyming sentence

Join in with stories and repeated refrains

Understands simple concepts such as fast/slow, big/little

Using beans and seeds dropped on a large surface – ask children to 

draw around what they can see 1, 2, 3

Use gardening activities to count the petals on the flowers

Use positional language to get tasks done e.g. put the watering can 

next to the boat etc

What does a plant need to grow?

Where does a plant drink from?

Bean life cycle

Listen to the 'Waltz of the Flowers' by Tchaikovsky while looking at flowers from this 

selection of Garden Flower Display Photos. Listen again to the music but encourage 

the children to dance and move with colourful ribbons, like they are dancing flowers

Create a plant potion table encouraging cutting skills provide 

flowers, leaves & stems for their creations

Tasting new foods – blind fold tasting

Recognising that some actions can hurt or harm others.

Taking turns with toys and sharing

Flower potions

Making scales with tools in playdough

Shell patterns into play dough or clay

Build a boat using bricks 

Make a healthy picnic to take to the beach.

Why is Rainbow Fish lonely? What could he do?

How would you respond to people’s emotions? Model emotions

Do you think it is important to share? 

Think about people who help you. What do they do? What can 

you do to help them?

Paper shell shapes different browns & whites make shells

Seaside theme tray

Minibeast tuff Tray grass/cress

Loose parts to make minibeasts

Tweezers & web tray

How could we care for minibeasts in Harrisons Yard?

Help in making resources for minibeasts

How do you feel about some minibeasts? Scared, frightened, why?

Manipulating playdough to make minibeasts adding legs etc 

showing more control with tools

Tweezers and web tuff tray

Pulling tape from the spider’s web (Funky Fingers)

Rainbow fish Plate

Bubble wrap star fish

Shell patterns

Paper plate crab

Design your own sandcastle

Caterpillar printing (see literacy)

Pasta caterpillars

Tissue paper Ladybirds  

Card worms and weaving

V isit a local beach investigate rock pools

Floating and sinking water tray activity

What do we need to build a sandcastle – does it work with dry sand??

Take pictures using an ipad

Tuff tray life cycle of the hungry caterpillar

Using magnifying glasses go on a minibeast hunt in Harrisons Yard

Build homes for minibeasts in Harrisons Yard

Fish Scale counting

Sharing shells between buckets

Adding two amounts of shells to find the total to 5

Size ordering sea creatures

Matching halves

Minibeast playdough activity – how many legs, eyes etc long & short 

worms

Minibeast tuff tray with grass, bark, leaves, pebbles put in minibeast 

children to discuss prepositions

Make ABAB patterns with natural materials

Imagine that you could go diving underwater. What might you see?

Watch an underwater video, vocab to include sounds they might hear, 

what does it feel like?

!,2,3,4,5 once I caught, row, row, row, I’m a little fish, The waves in the 

sea go

Understand a simple question about a minibeast

Look at minibeast pictures or video and talk about what they can see 

extending vocab

Learn minibeast songs

Tuff Tray sand mark making & pattern cards

Look at rhyming words in the book. Can you think of words that rhyme?

Play an initial sound game with items to take to the beach

Caterpillar printing use a section for each name letter

Syllables in minibeast names clap each one also use instruments

Mark making tray paint & small brushes to paint minibeast using circles & 

lines

The freedom to follow our own will & Pursue our 

ambitions, whilst respecting other British Values and 

the rights of others.

From the day after Pentecost up until Advent.
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Forest School / Beach school 

challenge!

Lead a team on an outdoor 

exploration challenge

Contol your fear in a difficult situation.

Be brave and confident enough to do what you 

believe in.
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Harnessing renewable energy 

project

Lead a team in an environmental 

project

Use your knowledge and experience to make 

good decisions & judgements.

Easter is celebrated for fifty days, culminating in the 

Day of Pentecost. For Christians, Easter Day 

commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead. In the Church today, it provides a real 

experience of new life, as people are baptized and 

baptismal promises are renewed.

Ash Wednesday - Holy Thursday. Ash Wednesday marks 

the start of the observation of Lent, which is often 

described as lasting forty days (excluding Sundays) 

which recalls the Biblical account of Jesus’s 

temptation in the wilderness (Luke 4.1-13)
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' 'Righting a Wrong' Local, regional 

or national campaign

Lead a team to run a campaign

Be honest, even when sometimes, it can be 

difficult. Truthfulness builds trust and is the basis for 

strong relationships.

Recognise right and wrong. Take responsibility for 

your actions. Explore how rules can govern & 

protect us & the consequences of breaking laws.
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Appreciate an Animal Project e.g. 

library story book / Create habitats 

for animals / Sponsor an animal / 

Raise money to train guide dogs

Lead a team in a campaign or project 

to support animals or wildlife

Show you feel & accept that different customs or 

cultures are different from your own and behave 

towards them in a way that would not cause 

offence.

Empathy & understanding of people from different 

backgrounds, cultures & beliefs. To understand & 

respect values that differ from your own.
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'Body & Mind Showcase Event 

including activity taster week!

Lead a team to run a 'Body & Mind 

Showcase Event!

Continue making an effort to do or achieve 

something, even when this is difficult or takes a 

long time.

So-called ‘ordinary time’ is hardly boring. It allows for 

more continuous reading from the Bible, for the 

exploration of other themes such as creation and the 

environment, and for creative responses to saints’ 

days.

Captain Shaw's C of E School Curriculum B
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Year 6 Excellence Award & Values Literacy
Support in Birth to 5 Matters: Reading & Writing (Understanding - CL)

The freedom to follow our own will & Pursue our 

ambitions, whilst respecting other British Values and 

the rights of others.
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The BIG Community Event 

(changing theme)

Lead a team to run a community 

event

Be there for others in good and bad times. Be 

honest and reliable & try to bring out the best in 

other people. Be generous with your time. 


